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the water, before releasing it back into Lake Naivasha. 

The outlet of this wetland ends on the Riparian land, 

where it provides irrigation year round and makes it a 

heaven for wildlife in the dry season! 

 

By limiting interference with the natural ecological pro-

cess-ses, yet providing year round irrigation, we have 

managed to restore its hydrologic processes and geo-

morphic features, which contributed towards the rein-

statement of most Ripa-rian vegetation. In 2015 we 

performed a biodiversity survey to be used as baseline 

for the future. In that short time our numerous efforts 

had already resulted in the recording of  

40 natural plant species, 54 species of birds, 38 insect 

groups and 5 mammal species. The mammals included a 

resident group of around 15 Maasai Giraffe, which are 

considered endangered according to the International 

Union for Conservation of Nature - IUNCN’s red list. 
 

Florensis BV 
From old business to new life

The production location of Florensis Kenya is located on the 

shores of the beautiful and ecologically important Lake 

Naivasha. We feel that farming on the shores of an important 

(and protected) lake comes with a lot of responsibilities for 

protecting the lake and its surroundings. Lake Naivasha is 

surrounded by a wetland area which floods and dries up over 

the years. This wetland area between the land and lake is 

called the Riparian land. We became custodians of the Ripari-

an land below our farm in 2012. Until then it was used as an 

outdoor rose farm with hardly any biodiversity present. The 

long-term predisposition to inorganic agricultural inputs had 

resulted in the ecological depreciation of the riparian land. 

Florensis proposed to restore the natural conditions and bio-

diversity of the Riparian area. This began with the removal of 

the rose plants, regulating human activity on the land, adding 

organic material and planting approximately 6000 indigenous 

trees. 

 

The excess water from our farm and employee village is 

treated through our constructed wetland, designed to clean  



 

In 2019 the recorded bird species excides over a 100. 

Mammals include carnivores such as Hyena, genet cat, 

mongoose, African clawless otter and even Leopard.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Besides the endangered Maasai Giraffe we spot Zebra, Hip-

popotamus and several types of monkeys and bucks. 

A walk along the water shore or the boundary of our  green-

houses often results in a safari which could match one in the 

famous Masaai Mara. 

 

The wide-ranging transformation on our riparian land en-

hances protection of the adjoining part of Lake Naivasha and 

enables its use as feeding ground for the animals, especially 

during dry seasons. The coming years we will continue our 

efforts to increase the biodiversity. There are beehives 

placed around the farm and we plan to install raised (staying 

out of reach for most herbivores) earth platforms, planted 

with lots of “bee-friendly” flowers and plants. Wood piles 
give protection for rodents, which attract a variety of 

birds of prey. 

 

To make this all possible Florensis takes part in several pub-

lic-private partnerships regarding the conservation of the 

Riparian land. It is quite unique that farms and government 

cooperate in achieving the same goals. 

 

The efforts to restore the Riparian land resulted in 

achieving a broad biodiversity, in lowering carbon foot 

print by the tree planting and providing an ecosystem 

(irrigated by our constructed wetland) to prevent erosion 

and maintaining water quality, where our employees and 

environment can enjoy nature. 


